HARRY ALANEN - CURRICULUM VITAE

NAME: Harry Sakari Alanen
DOB: 13.12.1983

E-MAIL: harry.alanen@gmail.com
PHONE: +358-40-7446988

WEBSITE:  www.harryalanen.com

EDUCATION

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN PHILOSOPHY

University of Oxford, New College, Faculty of Philosophy Awarded: 10.08.2022
Thesis title: “Aristotle on Action and Agency”

Supervisor: Prof. Ursula Coope

Examiners: Dr. Michail Peramatzis (University of Oxford)

Dr. Stevie Makin (University of Sheffield)

MASTER OF STUDIES IN ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY

University of Oxford, Oriel College, Faculty of Philosophy Awarded: 23.07.2014
Thesis title: “The Desire to Act - Aristotle on Desire and Reason”
Supervisor: Prof. David Charles

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN PHILOSOPHY
University of Helsinki, Faculty of Arts Awarded: 19.02.2013

Thesis title: “Aristotle’s Desire in Action”
Supervisors: Dr. Jan-lvar Lindén
Dr. Mika Perala
Subjects: Philosophy (102 ECTS); Language Technology (30 ECTS); Economics (25 ECTS)

RESEARCH & TEACHING INTERESTS

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION AREAS OF COMPETENCE
Ancient Philosophy Metaphysics
Philosophy of Action Philosophy of Mind
Ethics History of Philosophy

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT & VISITING POSITIONS

CURRENT POSITION(S)

Faculty Member, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Oxford April-September 2025
College Lecturer in Ancient Philosophy, Corpus Christi College, Oxford April-September 2025
Stipendiary Lecturer in Philosophy, Merton College, Oxford January-September 2025
Visiting Scholar, Department of Philosophy, History and Art Studies, January 2025-January 27

University of Helsinki

Visiting Associate Member January 2024-July 25
The Centre for the Study of Greek and Roman Antiquity, Corpus Christi College, Oxford
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PAST APPOINTMENTS

Visiting Scholar, University of Pittsburgh August 2023-July ‘24

Stipendiary Lecturer in Ancient Philosophy, Christ Church College, Oxford January-july 2022

Visiting Doctoral Fellow, University of Leipzig July 2018

Visiting Assistant in Research, Yale University January-April 2017
MAJOR GRANTS

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS

$4,000 Fulbright Finland Foundation Awarded: December 2022
A $4,000 ASLA-Fulbright Research Grant for Junior Scholars awarded toward travel costs related to my
research visit at the University of Pittsburgh, PA (12 months).

The Ella and Georg Ehrnrooth Foundation Awarded: November 2022
52,000 € Awarded toward a 12-month research visit at the University of Pittsburgh, PA.

The Alfred Kordelin Foundation Awarded: October 2022
An individual working grant of 25,000 € awarded for my research project “Desire for the Good in
Aristotle’s Philosophy of Action” to be undertaken during 2023.

The Philosophical Fellowship Fund (Oxford) Awarded: October 2022
A PFF Post-Doctoral Fellowship of £5,000 awarded for the 2022-23 Academic year.

The Humboldt Project Awarded: April 2018
2,650 € Awarded for visiting Leipzig as a Visiting Doctoral Fellow during July 2018 to work with James
Conant.

The Alfred Kordelin Foundation Awarded: October 2017
12,000 € Awarded toward my DPhil research for the 2018-19 academic year.

The Alfred Kordelin Foundation Awarded: October 2016
4,000 € Awarded to support my research at Yale during spring term 2017 as a Visiting Assistant in
Research, working with David Charles on my DPhil research.

The Ella and Georg Ehrnrooth Foundation Awarded: May 2015
11,000 € Awarded to support my DPhil research during the 2015-16 academic year.

PUBLICATIONS

FORTHCOMING

“Induction, Perception, and Scientific Method in Aristotle’s Natural Philosophy”. Article in preparation
for Aristotelian Induction edited by Mika Peradla & Henrik Lagerlund (under contract with CUP,
forthcoming in 2025).

Acting for Reasons. Together with James Conant we are co-editing Frederick Stoutland’s manuscript
Acting for Reasons for publication (with De Gruyter).

MONOGRAPHS
2022. Aristotle on Action and Agency. Doctoral thesis, University of Oxford. Published online:
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:a99f9600-9d85-48fe-b0ff-4202d2d7dc04.
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ARTICLES (Peer-Reviewed)

2018. “Davidson on Aristotle and Philosophy of Action”. In: J. Kuorikoski & T. Toppinen (eds.) Action, Value
and Metaphysics: Proceedings of the Philosophical Society of Finland Colloquium 2018, ACTA PHILOSOPHICA
FENNICA, vol 94, 35-68.

BOOK REVIEWS
2019. “A Review of C.M.M. Olfert's Aristotle on Practical Truth (OUP, 2017)". In: Ancient Philosophy Today:
DIALOGOI, Vol.1, 133-141.

NON-ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS
2021. “Nekrolog. Lilli Alanen”. Obituary co-authored with Lars Herzberg, Martina Reuter, and Anna
Tornivuori published in Hufvudstadsbladet, 06.11.2021.

UNDER REVIEW
“The Puzzle of Physics I11.3: Aristotle on Action and Affection”. Journal article currently under review at
Oxford Studies in Ancient Philosophy.

UNDER PREPARATION
“The Dialectical Strategy of Aristotle's Physics 11.8-9 Reconsidered”. Article draft under development.

TALKS & PRESENTATIONS
FORTHCOMING
99" Joint Session of the Aristotelian Society and the Mind Association, University of Glasgow, 11-13.7.2025:
“A Genuine Question of Existential Risk”. Open Session.

University of Lisbon, International Aristotelian Conference, 2.-4.7.2025: “Epagdgeé, Perception, and
Scientific Method in Aristotle’s Physics". Part of the “Aristotle on Epagdgé—A Unitary Concept?” panel
discussion with Prof. Peramatzis, Prof. Kakkuri-Knuuttila, Dos. Perald, Dr. Wilck, Dr. Ferro.

PAST (Selection)
APA Eastern Division, New York, 8.-11.1.2025: “The Puzzle of Physics I11.3: Aristotle on the Sameness of
Action and Affection”. Annual Meeting Program (Symposium).

18.9.2023: Invited commentator responding to Carlos Barbosa Cepeda's talk “Making Sense of
Nagarjuna's Ineffabilism—and Ineffabilism in General” at the Varieties of Ineffability in Ancient

Philosophy online conference, 18.-21.9.2023.

University of Helsinki, 10.05.2023: “Induction and perception of change in Aristotle’s natural philosophy”.
Aristotelian Epistemology and Natural Philosophy-workshop.

APA Central Division, Denver, 22.2-25.2.2023: “Kinésis vs Energeia: A Defence of Metaphysics ©.6 1048b18-
35". Annual Meeting Program (Symposium).

96th Joint Session of the Aristotelian Society and the Mind Association, University of St Andrews, 08-
10.07.2022: “Kinésis vs Energeia: A Defence of Metaphysics ©.6 1048b18-35". Open Session.

Christ Church College, Oxford, 08.06.2022: “Keep the Change: Kinésis and Energeia in Aristotle's
Metaphysics IX". Classics Discussion Group.

Uppsala University, 17.02.2022: “Aristotle on Animal Locomotion”. Uppsala History of Philosophy Seminar.
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King's College London, 24-26.04.2019: “Aristotle on Instrumental Changes". British Society for the History
of Philosophy, Annual Conference 2019.

University of Oxford, 31.01.2019: “The Aporia of Physics 111.3: Aristotle on Action and Affection”. Workshop
in Ancient Philosophy.

University of Cambridge, 16.11.2018: “The Aporia of Physics 111.3: Aristotle on Action and Affection”.
Triangle Ancient Philosophy Colloquium.

Christopher Newport University, 20.10.2018: “Aristotle on Habitual Action”. Society for Ancient Greek
Philosophy, Annual Conference 2018.

University of St Andrews, 05.06.2018: “Teleology and the Good in Aristotle's Physics 11.8-9". St Andrews
Graduate Conference in Ancient Philosophy 2018 on ‘Teleology, Intelligence and Life in the Platonic and
Aristotelian Tradition'.

University of Durham, 13.04.2018: “Aristotle on Habitual Action”. British Society for the History of
Philosophy, Annual Conference ‘Habit in the History of Philosophy’.

APA Pacific Division, San Diego, 28.03.2018: “Aristotle's De Anima 111.7 on Pleasant and Painful Perception”.
Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy Group Session.

Helsinki, 11.01.2018: “Aristotle and the ‘Standard Story’ on Action and Agency”. Philosophical Society of
Finland, 2018 Annual Colloquium.

University of Helsinki, 28.09.2017: “Aristotle and his Predecessors on the Problem of Change in Physics I".
History of Philosophy Research Seminar.

Yale University, 10.04.2017: “Aristotle on Desire as the Cause of Bodily Movement”. Working Group in
Ancient Philosophy.

Uppsala University, 30.09.2016: “Aristotle on the Perception of Pleasure and Pain in De Anima II.7".
Uppsala Graduate Conference in History of Philosophy.

University of Helsinki, 04.03.2016: “Aristotle and the Philosophy of Action”. History of Philosophy
Research Seminar.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

TUTORIAL TEACHING

| have given undergraduate tutorials (small seminars) at various Oxford college’s the following
introductory classes (prelims/mods) and finals papers: Moral Philosophy; Early Greek Philosophy; Plato,
Euthyphro and Meno; 101 Early Modern Philosophy; 103 Ethics; 104 Philosophy of Mind; 115/130 Plato,
Republic; 116/132 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics; 133/138 Aristotle on Nature, Life, and Mind.

LECTURES
Introduction to Philosophy of Action (University of Oxford) Michaelmas Term 2017
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PROF. URSULA COOPE
Academic Referee (Supervisor)
University of Oxford

PROF. DAVID CHARLES
Academic Referee
Yale University

REFEREES

DR. STEVIE MAKIN
Academic Referee (Examiner)
University of Sheffield

PROF. LINDSAY JUDSON
Teaching Referee
University of Oxford

DR. MICHAIL PERAMATZIS
Academic Referee (Examiner)
University of Oxford

PROF. WILLIAM MANDER
Teaching Referee
University of Oxford

ACADEMIC SERVICE

CONFERENCES ORGANIZED
Co-Organizer of “Aristotelian Epistemology and Natural Philosophy”, University of Helsinki, 10.05.2023.

Co-Organizer of “Mind, Nature, and Morality: A Conference in Honour of Lilli Alanen”, University of
Helsinki, 02-04.09.2016; http://mindnaturemorality.wordpress.com.

Co-Organizer of the 19th Oxford Graduate Philosophy Conference, University of Oxford, 13-15.11.2015.

INTERVIEWS & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Interviewed by Sabrina D. MisirHiralal for the APA Blog's APA Member Interview-series:
https://blog.apaonline.org/2023/06/02/apa-member-interview-harry-alanen/. Published: 02.06.2023.

Invited speaker on the topic of “Philosophy” at the Espoo City Library Kulttuuribunkkeri event. Aired
online 29.04.2020.

Interviewed by Riita Gullman for the Alfred Kordelin Foundation 2018 annual report. Published as
“Kysymyksenasettelua Aristoteleen Tapaan” in M. Seitsalo & S. Terva (eds.) Alfred Kordelinin Sdditié
Vuosikertomus 98. toimintavuosi 2018, 36-37.

PEER REVIEW
Expert evaluator for the Fulbright Finland Foundation (2024 & 2025).

Member of AHRC-TORCH Student Peer Review College, reviewing research proposals for the AHRC-
TORCH Graduate Fund (2015 & 2016).

ASSISTANT WORK

Editorial Assistant Summer 2018

Assisted Dr. Martina Reuter and Dr. Frans Svensson (eds.) prepare Mind, Body, and Morality: New Themes
from Descartes and Spinoza (Routledge, 2019) for publication.

Research Assistant
Assistant to Dr. Anna Marmodoro.

August-December 2016

Undergraduate Admissions Interviews 2014-2016
Assisting Dr. Paolo Fait with interviews of prospective students for Classics, and Philosophy & Modern
Languages at New College & St. Hugh's College (University of Oxford).

MISCELLANEOUS
Co-organizer of weekly philosophy seminars at Oxford: Ockham Society (2014-2016); DPhil Seminar
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(2016-2017); Jowett Society (2017-2019).

TEACHING, LANGUAGES & OTHER COMPETENCIES

TEACHER ACCREDITATION

SEDA-PDF Supporting Learning Award
LANGUAGES

Finnish: First language
Swedish: First language
English: Excellent (CEFR C2)
German: Beginner

Italian: Beginner

French: Beginner
Japanese: Beginner

ANCIENT LANGUAGES
Attic Greek, Latin (beginner)

NON-ACADEMIC WORK EXPERIENCE & POSITIONS

Board Member, Galerie Anhava (Oy Anhava & Gullichsen Ab), (2024-present)
Jury Member, Maire Gullichsen Art Prize (2021-present)

Board Member, Villa Mairea Foundation (2012-present)

President, Developer’s Helsinki Ltd. (2008-2021)

Chief Operative Developer & Partner, Developer's Helsinki Oy Ab (2008-2011)
Business Developer & Partner, NetManager Oy (2007-2008)

October 2018
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